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surdity of " innate ideas/' yet it is very evident
that, at an early period of our lives, we evince
traits which are infallibly indicative of the bent
of our dispositions, which are just as our natures
may have been constituted, and this bent is
better known by the name of genius.
Xow it has been beneficently, and I will say
beautifully ordained, that an individual, by gra-
tifying this instinctive impulse of his genius,
not only augments his own happiness, but that
of his species also, and, I sometimes fondly
hope, even that of the Creator himself.
Over an extent of country is distributed a
variety of soils, one adapted for one kind of
produce, another for another, and the aggre-
gate may amount to so much. Counteract this
arrangement, and surely the result will be far
inferior. Indeed, where is the agriculturist who
is not strictly attentive as well as acquiescent
to this tendency ?
How exactly, then, do I imagine this to apply
to the variety of dispositions among ourselves;
and if we follow, with regard to their natures,
the same economy, then shall we see how simply
true it is, that when we train up a child in the
way he should go, he will not depart from it
The conviction of this truth makes me curious
to ascertain the way I ought to have gone; not
that I am unaware of my present tastes, but
which, probably, axe the mere effects of educa-